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The periphery
is not only a
geographical
location but a
peripheral space
in History
and Culture.

ERICA

GIUSTA

n research projects on the

ycusing o
ssion and design.

iral analysis, disc

- textcatalogue is a Maltese ¢
tech

v for archi

agenc

E 4
t
o2
E

1N as an

Should the periphery aim at
becoming the new centre?

The fact that we live in a binary world, |
ruled by polar opposites for everything,
is old news. The real news is that the |
post-pandemic scenario might offer a
chance for breaking this binary system |
tween Europe and Northern Africa, is |
perhaps one of the most tangible con- |
Elementary distinctions between male
and female, good and evil, local and for- |
eign, black and white, right and wrong
and so on, have shaped society ever
since the rise of cartesian philosophy
in the XVII century (some might argue |
even it was even earlier) and, in doing
so, have become unquestioned and per- |
manent values of contemporary soci-
ety — to the extent that we have even |
transmitted them to algorithm-dominat- |
ed machines. In actual fact, relentless
efforts to promote integration and me- |
diation between opposites are crucial
for the refinement and development of |
ourselves and our culture, as so many
| to move a little closer to the conti- |
nent, as a potential new centre in the |
The dichotomy surrounding centre and |
periphery belongs to this tradition of
binary thinking; at global scale, it was
the base of geographical, economic and
political structures of all colonialist sys- |
tems, where everything was determined

permanently.

recent events demonstrate.

by its relationship with the centre, de- |
taining absolute power. The fact that
English language is one of the official
languages of an island in the middle of |
the Mediterranean, at the border be- |

sequences of twentieth century adapta-
tions to ‘the centre’. Over the centuries, |
Malta metamorphosed from periphery
and bastion of the Christian Catholic |
world into colonial outpost of the British
empire, and most recently into young |
European nation, at border once again
but with a chance of emancipation from |
the tyranny of the centre.

Just a couple of decades ago, this op- |
portunity became more real than ever |
thanks to the digital revolution and its |
new hyper-efficient communication |
technologies: peripheries were re-imag- |
ined as new centres and Malta seemed |

so-called ‘global village'. However, the
perspective remained calibrated on the
centre/periphery dichotomy, therefore
still guided by and gravitating around
the ‘old centres’. No viable alternative |

til the current health emergency that |
swept away all certainties hit: out of |
frantic necessity, like in a coup d’élat,
the domination of the centres was swift- |
ly overthrown, and decentralisation ad- |
opted as the new model. At urban lev-
el, suddenly peripheries became safer
environments, and, at both urban and
global level, geographical location didn't |
periphery and to see any area become a
| new centre in a decentralised world. To
During lockdown, when everyone was
confined to their homes or their neigh- |
bourhoods, the question ‘where are |
you? was either totally irrelevant or |
| referring to an online location. A whole
new typology of centres materialised on-
line, and the real marginal area became |
the realm of the offline. As predicted by |
Marshall McLuhan in The Medium is |
the Message, “Time ceased, space van- |
ful ways of existing in between worlds

matter any longer — or not as it used to.

ished. We now live in a global village |[...]

a simultaneous happening”. The pan-
demic accelerated the process initiated
by the digital revolution and suspended
| der to do so, binary thinking will have
anything less than a 40-hour working
week with 3% unemployment rate is a
social failure seems now almost archaic,
opening up new possibilities for change.

all notions of normality — the idea that

to the original dichotomy took root un- |

Certain pre-pandemic notions and con-
ditions perhaps will be reinstated, but
many will have undergone such deep
transformations that they will reach the
post-pandemic phase truly renovated.
The current crisis offers the most tan-
gible opportunity we have ever had in
modern times to dismantle the hierar-
chical relationship between centre and

decentralise also means to decolonise:
to reject the tyranny of the centre, be it
an urban area or a historically dominat-
ing influence, is in fact an act of decol-
onisation.

Political aspects of spatial thinking will
play a crucial role in the present transi-
tional phase. Malta, periphery since al-
ways, might find new and more success-

and beyond the limits of pre-pandemic
imagination, and emancipate itself from
the centre/periphery dichotomy. In or-

to be abandoned in favour of some more
critical thinking — forgive the binarity of
the consideration. @
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